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our vision
Our vision is clear and simple: to cure a 
devastating disease that affects so many 
people.

our mission
Around 9,000 new cases of primary 
brain tumours are diagnosed in the UK 
every year, with 15 people each week 
in Yorkshire receiving this diagnosis. 
Whilst we are working to find a cure, we 
will provide the best patient and family 
support network we can, for as long as 
we are needed. 
 

My name is Beverley Foster and I am Chair of Yorkshire’s 
Brain Tumour Charity. Being involved with the charity 
from the start and seeing how the charity is evolving and 
helping so many people has been an absolutely humbling 
experience. I would like to thank all of our loyal supporters, 
volunteers, ambassadors, patrons, staff and our Board of 
Trustees for their help, commitment and hard work over 
the last year.

I am honoured to be introducing your review of 2019, 
which was a year of huge change for us. After a number of 
years as Charity Manager, Rachel Finlay left us to start her 
life as a new mum; we want to thank her for her dedication 
and for ensuring we have everything we need to build 
upon the great achievements the charity has made. When 
Rachel left, as a charity we were worried about the hole 
she had left for us to fill, however, we were delighted 
when Marie Peacock joined us. Marie brings a wealth 
of experience, having worked previously for various charities including one focused on childhood 
cancer. Her determination and dedication in supporting our patients, their carers and bereaved 
relatives is amazing.

We also had a lot of change in our Support Services, with Sam Wilson leaving in the summer. Christine 
Beal joined us in the autumn, with increased hours, which has enabled us to reach out and support 
more people living with, or affected by, a brain tumour than ever before.

We have taken the change as an opportunity to explore upcoming brain tumour research so that we 
can fund new and exciting Yorkshire-based projects in the coming year. It saddens us deeply that 
treatments have remained relatively unchanged for more than 35 years and we are more determined 
than ever to change this.

Over the last couple of years our income has remained relatively static. With a renewed enthusiasm, 
we are looking to ensure we are the brain tumour charity for Yorkshire, with plans to reach into 
communities to offer more localised support, as well as investing in our fundraising to ensure we are 
sustainable and to enable us to deliver new and much needed services for people when they need 
us, for as long as they need us.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, and all the team here at YBTC, I want to thank everyone who has 
helped us in our work and mission. We are looking forward to building on this success together in 
the year ahead.

 
Beverley Foster
Chair of Trustees

message from our
Chair of Trusteescontents



3 4

“As a Specialist Oncology Social Worker working 
with large numbers of people living with brain 
tumours, I often turn to my colleagues at YBTC for 
financial help for these patients. The grants they 
offer are a massive help, sometimes a lifeline, to 
people in so many different ways.

I once applied for a grant for a woman with a 
high-grade tumour who was unable to work 
post-diagnosis and needed someone with her at 
all times, so her partner was not able to work 
either. They were self-employed and, while 
waiting for welfare benefits to be paid, they had 
used up all their savings and were relying on 
food banks. A YBTC grant allowed them to pay 
bills and buy nutritious food and reduce their 
stress significantly.

Another grant was for a young man who was 
diagnosed with a high-grade tumour but didn’t 
have any recourse to public funds and was not 
able to return to his country of origin. The hospital 
was giving treatment but he was struggling to 
get to appointments as he was fatigued and had 
seizures, so he couldn’t walk the long distance to 
hospital. The steroid treatment made him gain 
weight and with no income, his clothes didn’t fit. 
Without the grant to buy monthly travel tickets, 
he would not have attended for treatments. 
He was also able to buy clothes that fitted him 
and some food. All this helped him feel part of 
society instead of on the edges and showed how 
the brain tumour community really cares and 
looks after each other.”

- Kath Thornton, Specialist Social Worker, 
Leeds Teaching Hospitals

171 people received direct 
support from YBTC

437 phone calls to our 
support line

10 Support Group sessions 
for patients and relatives

107 patients

64 relatives, of whom 35 are bereaved

210 counselling sessions, including
75 which were bereavement support

35 patient grants worth £17,500

43 Christmas meals

loving support loving support

“I rang YBTC when I was first diagnosed and I have never looked back 
ever since. They have been amazing. They have always been there. I have 
a zoom meeting with them once a fortnight now which is fantastic. You 
can make contact with them whenever, and I certainly do. They have just 
been so supportive and made this journey so much easier.”

- Tracey, YBTC Supporter
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2019 funded research included…

Leeds-based research
This year, we began a 4-year commitment to part-fund the Associate 
Professorship of Ryan Mathew at the University of Leeds. Ryan is also an 
Honorary Consultant Neurosurgeon at Leeds General Infirmary. Ryan’s 
research interests focus primarily on brain tumour biology and precision 
cancer surgery using innovative technologies. He co-leads the brain 
tumour research lab in Leeds and is leading on several exciting projects 
including developing the use of robotics and AI.

Sheffield-based research
We funded consumables for a 3-year period for Dr Spencer Collis at the University of 
Sheffield. This was for research being undertaken by Clinical PhD student Ola Rominiyi and 
ended in Spring 2019. Ola’s research involved generating 3D models of resected and residual 
brain tumours from an individual patient’s tumour. This led to the discovery of biological 
differences between the types of brain tumour cells that may explain how they are able to 
grow quickly and become resistant to treatments. The 3D brain tumour models generated 
will enable further research to help identify new treatments and drug combinations that are 
effective at killing the resistant brain tumour cells left behind after surgery.

“I am passionate about developing research, treatment and support locally in 
Yorkshire that can have an impact globally. There are very few cancers with such 
a devastating effect as brain tumours – in children or adults – and we need to 
change that.”

- Mr Paul Chumas, Consultant Neurosurgeon (Adults and Paediatric)
at Leeds General Infirmary and YBTC Founding Trustee 

“Someone once said to me, “I don’t see the point in funding cancer research.  So 
many millions of pounds have been thrown at this problem and people are still 
dying. If a cure could be found, it would have been by now”.

The research within my group focuses on why the deadliest form of brain cancer, 
glioblastoma, often recurs after treatment, i.e. why the cancer cells don’t die. We 
currently have 7 distinct but complementary projects investigating this question 
from different angles in ways it has never been inspected before. This includes 

novel approaches that allow us to characterise individual cells in an unprecedented level of detail, 
partly thanks to funding we previously received from YBTC. Technology, and the way it alters what 
we can do in the lab, is expanding at a rate of knots. In the year 2000, we sequenced the human 
genome for the first time. It took 13 years and £3 billion. Today we can sequence the genome from 
a cancer cell in under a week for about £1,000.

So, at this moment in time there are still cancers that are incurable, including types of brain cancer. 
But mankind could not put a man on the moon until the day we put a man on the moon. We must 
keep investing in research and know that understanding begets understanding, and that tumours 
in the most complex organ of the human body present a huge challenge, but one that we will one 
day overcome if charities such as YBTC can continue to raise vital research funding.”

- Dr Lucy Stead, University Academic Fellow & Head of Glioma Genomics,
Leeds Institute of Medical Research

“Maci was a happy, healthy 13 year old, until August 2017 when she had the 
devastating diagnosis of a DIPG - a brain tumour. For us as a family to hear that 
diagnosis was devastating. Since Maci gained her angel wings in October 2017, 
we have fundraised tirelessly to raise money to help children and families like 
ours, but to also fund research into childhood DIPG. YBTC have been there to 
support us as a family and are also funding local research into DIPG and funding 
the tissue bank in Leeds. There is no cure for these brain tumours in children, and 
very little funding into research. There has been no change in treatment for the 

last 40 years! Could you imagine hearing that if this was your child? We had so many questions and 
very little hope, we want to change that so no family has to go through what we did.”

- Susan, YBTC Fundraiser

loving research loving research

YBTC research is partly funded by the YBTC Ellie’s Fund, in memory of 
Ellie Othick-Bowmaker. The Ellie’s Fund Recycling Initiative raised over 
£5,500 in 2019.

“I lost my wife to a brain tumour nearly 3 years ago after a brave fight that lasted 7 years. It is dreadful 
the way that brain tumours force one to grieve twice, once while your loved one gradually loses all 
their faculties and reasoning in front of your eyes, and again when they pass away. I was always a 
‘fixer’ in our marriage of 50 years, but this time I couldn’t do a thing to stop the remorseless progress 
of the cancer. I felt powerless. I vowed that I would carry on the fight on her behalf to ensure that 
quality research into finding ways of improving the lot of brain tumour sufferers continued and 
improved.”

- Geoff, YBTC Ambassador
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Our charity shop and café, No. 31, on Otley Road in Leeds, is the face of 
Yorkshire’s Brain Tumour Charity on the high street. It is a great place 
to pick up a bargain or enjoy a cuppa or a slice of cake with friends. 
Our shop offers a great work experience opportunity for volunteers of all ages and we love to be able 
to give back by providing training and placement opportunities. No. 31 is the beating heart of our 
charity, with our wonderful staff and volunteer team on hand to welcome all. It offers a drop-in space 
for people living with or affected by a brain tumour to access the support they need, knowing that 
they are amongst people who really understand what they are going through. With a private room, 
it is a caring and safe space where we can provide private counselling sessions and therapies.

“In 1981, after a difficult couple of months of 
misdiagnosis, my husband Greg was diagnosed 
with a Hemangioblastoma, a rare, benign brain 
tumour. He underwent a very difficult operation 
but not only survived the procedure, he then 
went on to make a full recovery. We were so very 
lucky.

On a chance meeting with a friend in 2016, I 
learnt that she had joined YBTC (then BTRS) and 
was about to open a shop for the charity. This 
being a brain tumour charity greatly interested 
me. I collected some donations, called to the 
shop to deliver them, saw that there was so 
much to do in the shop and stayed to help for 
the whole three days before the big opening and 
have never left.

I love working at No. 31. The café makes it very 
special as it enables us to talk to people, especially 
the patients and their families who call in. From 
day one, the shop has had a great atmosphere 
with a bunch of really friendly, talented and 
dedicated people working in it. I have met so 
many people doing great things to fundraise for 
the charity. They are inspiring.

My family was so lucky and I feel that, by 
volunteering at No. 31, I am repaying that by 
helping towards the research and care for others 
who are not so lucky yet.”

- Marie, YBTC volunteer

4,273 customers served

63 window displays,
inc. 12 themed looks

156 cakes consumed

14,233 items sold

364 face-to-face catch-
ups with service users

4,680 hot drinks made

loving community loving community
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“Many years ago, Sir Ian and Lady Botham were asked to support a 
local brain tumour charity called Andrea’s Gift, which was formed 
following the sad death of Andrea Key from a brain tumour in 2003. 
Her work colleagues had been wonderful in their help and support 
and one in particular, Carol, pushed ahead to form the charity in 
Andrea’s name.

The Botham’s were so impressed with Carol’s dedication and drive that Lady Botham accepted the 
position of Honorary Patron and the charity was officially selected to be supported by Beefy’s Charity 
Foundation.

Over the years, the charity has been revamped several times to what it is today. The same drive and 
commitment are still there, so we all march on!”

- Beefy’s Charity Foundation

“I am absolutely delighted to be supporting the charity. I will be doing 
the trek in memory of my Dad. He was the BEST. This challenge is 
seriously out of my comfort zone but I know I can complete it with 
sheer grit and determination!”
- Christine, YBTC Fundraiser who took on the Kilimanjaro challenge 

and raised over £3,000. 

“I am very proud to be part of such a fantastic 
charity and a fab team of Ambassadors, working 
together to raise the voice of Yorkshire’s Brain 
Tumour Charity. My motivation for being an 
Ambassador is to help YBTC reach other families 
in Yorkshire who have felt the devastating impact 
of a brain tumour. I feel there must be some good 
that comes out of my husband’s death.”

- Zoe, YBTC Ambassador

“We fundraised in memory of our dear eldest daughter, Annette Louise 
Wright, who died aged 11 years old in 1975 of a brain tumour. As President 
of Skipton Rotary Club it was an opportunity to nominate YBTC as my 
President’s charity in memory of Annette and to use my office to generate 
as many donations as I could for this worthwhile cause to fund research into 
this terrible cancer.”

- John, President of Skipton Rotary Club, whose ‘Four Auld Fellas’ cycled 
425 miles around the boundary of Yorkshire and raised over £4,500

1 poet, 1 comedian, 2 husky dogs, 
13 ambassadors, 44 singers, 342 flat cap 
wearers, 986 event tickets

1 dragon boat, 1 beer festival, 1 open 
garden, 1 zip-wire, 3 quizzes, 112 cakes, 
22 celebrations, 9 Charity of the Year 
partnerships

If you’re Yorkshire born and bred
Stick this flat lid on your Yorkshire head;
If you’re Yorkshire and you’re proud
Wear two flat caps ‘cos you’re allowed!
If you’re Yorkshire say with me
I don’t want one cap: I want three.
Before you open your Yorkshire door
Wear one and two and three and four
Wear a dozen then cheer and clap
For the White Rose Crown: the great flat 
cap!

- Ian McMillan

4 swimmers, 7 skydivers, 11 footballers, 
31 cyclists, 87 runners, 138 walkers, 
66 stalls

Ian McMillan

loving fundraising loving fundraising

“Brain tumours are known as the ‘Silent Killer’, but not so silent now… Whilst they work 
tirelessly for funding to find a cure, YBTC offer invaluable support to those affected. My event 
was about digging down deep, having a good giggle and supporting these trailblazers!”

- Fliss, YBTC Fundraiser who organised a Tina Turner Tribute and raised £7,000
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We will reach out to communities across Yorkshire to ensure our 
support is accessible for everyone who needs it.
•	 Deliver new support events to bring families with shared experiences together
•	 Increase access to our counselling support within local communities across the region
•	 Develop more ways to access support for people of all ages locally, including through new 

groups and peer networks
•	 Continue to develop partnerships with other charities and organisations to help more people 

where they live

We will invest in fundraising to grow our income, enabling us to fund 
more research and increase our support in the future.
•	 Increase supporter actions within the community by 25%
•	 Develop our corporate fundraising to enable income growth of 50%
•	 Ensure long-term sustainability by increasing regular giving by 20%
•	 Generate new income from trusts and foundations for specific projects

We will develop organisational capabilities that allow us to maximise 
the impact for our beneficiaries.

•	  Develop our team in key skills areas including digital capabilities
•	  Develop our IT infrastructure to make best use of digital
•	  Develop our own in-house marketing and PR capability
•	  Develop new ways to inform about, and celebrate, the research we fund

We will invest in the future.

•	 Commence planned building work and refurbishment at No. 31 to ensure full access to 
therapies and improve our drop-in services for all

•	 We will invest £125,000 into Yorkshire-based, world-class research
•	 We will fund £82,000 towards the refurbishment of the paediatric neurology ward at Leeds 

Children’s Hospital to improve the experience of children and their families

2020 Research Commitments

•	 Continuation of Ryan Mathew’s Associate Professorship, 3 years remaining
•	 Improving steroid safety in glioblastoma at the University of Leeds, 1-year project
•	 Developing tissue-on-chip technology collaboration project between the University of Hull 

and St James’s Hospital, Leeds, 3-year project
•	 Re-establishing a brain tumour tissue collection bank in Leeds, joint funding project with 

Oscar’s Paediatric Charity, 3-year project

plans and objectives
for 2020 accounts
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1$(,*9:,$B%7+/B(M%=$$7H%83+/B",93/T%C009$-(%8+/BT%U"**H-(%5,"*T%Z=5T%3/$%377%B3/",93/(%
%



31 32

!
!
!
!
"#$%&'($)*&!+$,(-!./0#/$!1',$(23!

!"#$%&%'?%
%

% >-$)&2$(@2)=!
O/-=&!

U%

;)&2$(@2)=!
O/-=&!

U%

.#2,D!
O/-=&!
C768!

U%

.#2,D!
O/-=&!
C76V!

U%
C6203H$$%:3(,(% % % % %
%%5"0"*9$(lG"#$(% ??@TX?@% d% ??@TX?@% __T4?g%
%%C6203H$*(%EAN% gTVXX% d% gTVXX% bT4_g%
%%!$/(93/%:3(,(% XTgV?% d% XTgV?% VT_gV%
%%5,"77%*$:*+9,6$/,% VTbX<% d% VTbX<% V'@%
%%5,"77%,*"9/9/#% ?T4<?% d% ?T4<?% <'?%
% ?4'Tg_V% d% ?4'Tg_V% <@T@'4%
! ! ! ! !

P3,3*%"/B%,*";$0%:3(,(% % % % %
%%)*";$0%"/B%(+I(9(,$/:$% ?Tbg'% d% ?Tbg'% 4TXbb%
%%=+(9/$((%690$"#$%:3(,(%*$96I+*($B% <44% d% <44% 'T4?<%
% 'Tb?X% d% 'Tb?X% XTgV4%
! ! ! ! !

!*$69($(%:3(,(% % % % %
%%1$/,% 'bTX__% d% 'bTX__% 'XT@@@%
%%1",$(% 'TV'?% d% 'TV'?% 'T?V'%
%%K9#>,T%>$",%"/B%23G$*% 4T4<X% d% 4T4<X% 'TXgb%
%%!*$69($(%:0$"/9/#% VbV% d% VbV% b'<%
%%!*$69($(%9/(+*"/:$% ?Tb<g% d% ?Tb<g% 'T4@4%
%%!*$69($(%*$2"9*(%"/B%6"9/,$/"/:$% g'b% d% g'b% ?T4<V%
%%S,>$*%2*$69($(%:3(,(% 4TgV4% d% 4TgV4% g'%
% 4_Tb'b% d% 4_Tb'b% 44T<XV%
! ! ! ! !

Q$/$*"0%"B69/9(,*",9;$%:3(,(T%9/:0+B9/#%
B$2*$:9",93/%"/B%"63*,9(",93/%

% % % %

F$2*$:9",93/%37%0"/B%"/B%I+90B9/#(% 'Tbb<% d% 'Tbb<% 'Tbb<%
F$2*$:9",93/%37%79D,+*$(%"/B%$`+926$/,% ?TVg?% d% ?TVg?% ?T<<@%
F$2*$:9",93/%37%0$"($>30B%962*3;$6$/,% 'TXg?% d% 'TXg?% XTVVV%
="/O%:>"*#$(% ?T<??% d% ?T<??% ?T<'?%
C`+926$/,%0$"(9/#%"/B%>9*$%:>"*#$(% 'TgVV% d% 'TgVV% 'T<bV%
P$$,9/#%:3(,(% VXg% d% VXg% d%
A/73*6",93/%"/B%2+I09:",93/(% <Tg@b% d% <Tg@b% gTX?b%
!3(,"#$%"/B%:3+*9$*(% ?T'g_% d% ?T'g_% ?TXX@%
537,G"*$T%A)%(+223*,%"/B%*$0",$B%:3(,(% _T<?V% d% _T<?V% XT?X?%
5,",93/$*H%"/B%2*9/,9/#% ?TV<X% d% ?TV<X% _X@%
5+/B*H%$D2$/($(% ?T@'X% d% ?T@'X% ?TVXb%
)$0$2>3/$T%7"D%"/B%I*3"BI"/B% 'TX'g% d% 'TX'g% 'TX_V%
% 4VTb@?% d% 4VTb@?% 4XT?V_%
! ! ! ! !

K$#"0%"/B%2*37$((93/"0%:3(,(% % % % %
.::3+/,"/:H%"/B%I33OO$$29/#% ?Tg@@% d% ?Tg@@% 4T?Vb%
N3/(+0,"/:H%7$$(% ?b<% d% ?b<% 'T@<'%
S,>$*%0$#"0%"/B%2*37$((93/"0%:3(,(% 'bT''4% d% 'bT''4% d%
% 'VT?_'% d% 'VT?_'% XT'XV%
! ! ! ! !

.#2,D!#O!)X<)-=(2/$)!#O!#2')$!@#&2&! '4XTb@'% d% '4XTb@'% ?_@T'VX%

.#2,D!)X<)-=(2/$)! 4@XTb?b% '_T4X_% 44'T__?% 4'@TV4X%
E$,%#"9/(%3/%9/;$(,6$/,(% d% d% d% d%
% % % % %

!
!
!
!
"#$%&'($)*&!+$,(-!./0#/$!1',$(23!

!"#$%&%'@%
%

A)2,(D)=!I2,2)0)-2!#O!F(-,-@(,D!?@2(R(2()&!
O#$!2')!3),$!)-=)=!:6!A)@)0B)$!C768!

! ! ! ! !

! >-$)&2$(@2)=!
O/-=&!

U!

;)&2$(@2)=!
O/-=&!

U!

.#2,D!
O/-=&!
C768!

U!

.#2,D!
O/-=&!
C76V!

U!
H-@#0)!,-=!)-=#T0)-2&!O$#0W! % % % %
F3/",93/(%"/B%0$#":9$(! % % % %
% VgT?4?% ?bTgbb% g'T<_X% ?X?T'_V%
! VgT?4?% ?bTgbb% g'T<_X% ?X?T'_V%
! ! ! ! !

N>"*9,"I0$%":,9;9,9$(% % % % %
% 4@T_<_% d% 4@T_<_% d%
% b?TXV?% d% b?TXV?% d%
% _'T4Xg% d% _'T4Xg% d%
)*"B9/#%":,9;9,9$(% % % % %
% b'T_4'% d% b'T_4'% g_T@'b%
% b'T_4'% d% b'T_4'% g_T@'b%
A/;$(,6$/,(% % % % %
% 'T@?X% d% 'T@?X% 'TV_V%
% 'T@?X% d% 'T@?X% 'TV_V%
S,>$*% % % % %
% ?4Tg@?% d% ?4Tg@?% d%
% <b'% d% <b'% d%
% ?bT_b4% d% ?bT_b4% d%
.#2,D!(-@#0)!,-=!)-=#T0)-2&! ?<<T<_<% ?bTgbb% '?bTg'4% 'b@T<_V%
! ! ! ! !

EX<)-=(2/$)!#-W! % % % %
N3(,(%37%#$/$*",9/#%B3/",93/(%"/B%0$#":9$(% % % % %
! d% d% d% ??Tg4X%
! d% d% d% ??Tg4X%
1#&2&!#O!2$,=(-S!,@2(R(2()&! % % % %
! ['_T4X_\% '_T4X_% d% d%
! _Tg<g% d% _Tg<g% VT<4b%
! '_TX4b% d% '_TX4b% 4XT?<4%
! gT@_X% '_T4X_% 4XTb4'% b'T?'_%
! % % % %
.#2,D!)X<)-=(2/$)!#-!$,(&(-S!O/-=&! gT@_X% '_T4X_% 4XTb4'% X4T<V'%
! ! ! ! !

N>"*9,"I0$%":,9;9,9$(% % % % %
! ?@T@?X% d% ?@T@?X% ?<T_X?%
! bXTg_4% d% bXTg_4% _?T<bV%
! ?T@__% d% ?T@__% X4?%
! bT<_'% d% bT<_'% bT?g@%
! V?T<4_% d% V?T<4_% <VTb@g%
.#2,D!)X<)-=(2/$)!#-!@',$(2,BD)!,@2(R(2()&! V?T<4_% d% V?T<4_% <VTb@g%
! ! ! ! !

S,>$*%$D2$/B9,+*$% % % % %
%%S,>$*%9/,$*$(,%2"H"I0$% ??b% d% ??b% d%
! ??b% d% ??b% d%
! % % % %
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!
!
!
!
"#$%&'($)*&!+$,(-!./0#/$!1',$(23!

!"#$%&%''%
%

% >-$)&2$(@2)=!
O/-=&!

U%

;)&2$(@2)=!
O/-=&!

U%

.#2,D!
O/-=&!
C768!

U%

.#2,D!
O/-=&!
C76V!

U%
4)2!)X<)-=(2/$)! [?@XTb4X\% [?'TX?4\% [??_T<bg\% [_<TVX<\%
)*"/(7$*(%I$,G$$/%7+/B(% <TX<'% d% <TX<'% d%
! ! ! ! !

4)2!)X<)-=(2/$)!B)O#$)!#2')$!S,(-&YZD#&&)&[! [<XTgb4\% [?'TX?4\% [?@gT4XV\% [_<TVX<\%
S,>$*%#"9/(% d% d% d% d%
4)2!0#R)0)-2!(-!O/-=&! [<XTgb4\% [?'TX?4\% [?@gT4XV\% [_<TVX<\%
;)@#-@(D(,2(#-!#O!O/-=&W! % % % %
)3,"0%7+/B(%I*3+#>,%73*G"*B%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%bb<T_@_% X<T'_V% d% X@gT<g4% Xb_TX@b%
.#2,D!O/-=&!@,$$()=!O#$T,$=!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!4X4TgVb! bVT_V4% d% b@@TV'_% b<bTgbX%
%
%
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