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Information for applicants

The purpose of this document is to assist potential applicants, please read this document in full before completing an application form.

The key dates for this funding round are:

	Funding Round Opens
	24 March 2025

	Application Deadline
	16 June 2025

	Funding Decision
	15 September 2025


About Yorkshire’s Brain Tumour Charity

Brain tumours don’t discriminate, so neither do we. Our purpose is to support anyone impacted by a primary brain tumour across Yorkshire.
We began life in 2003 as Andrea's Gift, inspired by Andrea Key, who was told in October 2001 that she had an aggressive brain tumour and 12 months to live.
On 16 May 2002, Andrea died as a result of her tumour but she left a gift; a brain tumour charity in Yorkshire that provided support for patients and families in the hope that a cure could be found.

In 2011 Andrea's Gift become BTRS - Brain Tumour Research and Support across Yorkshire. Although Andrea's Gift changed its name, its values remained the same. We have since developed into the leading brain tumour charity in Yorkshire with a valuable patient support network and significant investments made in research at Leeds Institute of Cancer and Pathology.

In March 2020, we changed our name again to Yorkshire's Brain Tumour Charity. Our previous name, although it was a great description of what we do, was a bit of a mouthful. We are proud to work across the Yorkshire region and wanted this to be reflected in our name and at the heart of everything we do.

Our Vision

We will improve the lives of people impacted by a brain tumour in Yorkshire, through local support and research.

Our Support
We are the region's very own brain tumour charity, we offer specialist and local support to everyone in Yorkshire affected by any type of brain tumour. Around 11,000 new cases of primary brain tumours are diagnosed in the UK every year. An average of 15 of these each week are in Yorkshire. For all those families whose lives have been suddenly turned upside down by a diagnosis, we are here for them – to find out more about our support services please visit Support | YBTC.
Our Research

Treatments have remained relatively unchanged for over 30 years. Yorkshire’s Brain Tumour Charity funds innovative Yorkshire-based research to find treatments and ultimately a cure, for a devastating disease that affects so many people. We want to drive forward progress in brain tumour research to provide better outcomes for all those diagnosed and living with a primary brain tumour. 
To achieve this, we fund a broad range of medical research, from research in laboratories to clinical research projects, quality of life research, computer modelling and development of robotics. We fund researchers who are doing the best quality research in our region. 
We fund research into all primary brain tumours. This includes research into low- or high-grade brain tumours, in both adults and children. 
The research we fund MUST be based at an institution within the Yorkshire and Humber area.

We offer pump-priming funding to provide an opportunity for researchers, academics and clinicians in Yorkshire who are researching brain tumours, to be able to undertake proof-of-principle studies to facilitate the award of further funding. This supports research development and offers collaborative opportunities. 
We continually review the research and activities that we fund to confirm that we have the right priorities in place and ensuring we are developing a strong Yorkshire base in neuro-oncology.

Application Forms

Our application form for funding is available on our website at: https://www.yorksbtc.org.uk/2025-research-call 
Application Form Guidance

Please ensure all sections of the application form are completed.

Complete the application form electronically and please name the file in the format “[Surname] – 2025YBTC Application” and send to research@yorksbtc.org.uk.
We do not require any printed copies of the form.

We must receive your electronic application by the deadline. 
Please contact us on 0113 340 0111 if you have not received an acknowledgement within 7 days of submitting your application.

Guidance on completion of application form:

Section 1 – About You

Please provide the information as requested – the Title and Lay Summary will be available publicly on YBTC website should application be successful.

Any personal data will be used as outlined on our Privacy Policy: https://www.yorksbtc.org.uk/privacy 
We actively encourage collaboration and working together with co-leads. Please ensure you provide this information if appropriate.

Section 2 – Proposal and case for support

Please stick to the maximum wordcount. Anything over these will not be taken into consideration which could jeopardize your application.

This section is a maximum of 3000 words. The font used should be arial and no less than size 11.

The project description must include:

· Research project background

· Hypothesis and rationale

· Experimental methods and workplan

· Project timetable

· Expected outcomes

· Risks and contingencies

· References (not included in word count)

· Justification of resources (not included in word count)

· Breakdown of costs (not included in word count)

· Ethics and regulatory approval (not included in word count)

Please note, we encourage the use of figures and charts, and these do not need be included in the word count.
Reviewers often request clarity on milestones and cost justifications so please consider this when completing your application form
To protect the cashflow of the charity and secure best value, we will only provide fixed costs which do not allow for any additional costs for inflation of consumables or third-party services over what has been requested. It is therefore the responsibility of the applicant to estimate any such cost increases during the lifetime of the award and then manage within these costs.

The applicant will be expected to provide sufficient detail that demonstrates how they will manage the Award funding to accommodate the expected cost increases that may or may not occur during the lifetime of the proposed project. 

Any underspend that occurs or is likely to occur will be discussed with the Principal Applicant and may be deducted from the Award at the absolute discretion of the Charity. 

For applications from Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), overheads, estates and indirect costs will not be considered for funding in any application in accordance with AMRC guidelines on full economic costing (FEC). The AMRC provides further information here: https://www.amrc.org.uk/charity-research-support-fundfaqs#Why-is-the-CRSF-important.

Non-HEI applicants should only include direct costs related to the project. Further information on charity funding and the NHS is available from National Institute for Health Research: https://www.nihr.ac.uk/research-and-impact/nhs-research-performance/research-costs.htm.

Reasonable travel costs associated with a named collaborator can be included where they are essential for project delivery. 
You MUST check that your totals in the costings section of the application form are correct. We recommend using Excel to ensure totals are correct. Applications with inaccurate total costs may be considered ineligible.

We understand that collecting quotes for items individually is time consuming. Where individual costs are over £1000 quotes must be provided or a detailed itemized list will also suffice.
Section 3 – Applicant CV

Please provide the information requested.

It is important to provide information that communicates how the proposed project relates to your research interests and career plans, and how it may impact on your research and career development.   

Section 4 – Principal Investigator/Supervisor 
Please provide the information requested.

Reviewers will consider the research environment in which proposed project is to be carried out, including the experience of the PI/supervisor and alignment of the project to the development of their existing research.  

Section 5 – Declarations

Please provide the information requested.

Electronic signatures are accepted.
Review of applications

Applications will be reviewed by members of the YBTC Research Subcommittee, including one lay member.  The reviewers will address the following areas in the proposal:

· Scientific or clinical significance

· Team and infrastructure for successful completion of the proposal

· Contribution of project proposed to ongoing research

· Future plans once work in proposed project is completed

· Budget justification

The reviewers will assign an overall rating of the proposal (1- poor up to 10 – outstanding) 

The applications will be ranked, and reviewers will indicate if they would/would not award the grant proposal.

Conflict of interest

Reviewers will be expected to recuse themselves from assessment in the event of a conflict of interest (e.g. direct involvement in the proposed project).

Post-award

The Principal Applicant will be expected to provide regular updates to the Charity on the financial position of the Award and explain any unexpected variances. 

A final report on the project findings and a detailed breakdown of how the funding was spent within 3 months of completing their project.
General FAQ’s

	Can I resubmit an application that has been unsuccessful in a previous funding round?


	Any part of an application that has been reviewed by Yorkshire’s Brain Tumour Charity previously, but not funded, is NOT eligible to reapply for funding unless specifically invited to do so.



	Are electronic signatures acceptable?


	Yes, they are.

	When will I find out if my proposal has been funded?


	Final funding decisions will be made at the Board of Trustees meeting, and you will be informed by 15 September 2025



	Who do I contact with any other questions?
	research@yorksbtc.org.uk




